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English 9  Year 

Ninth-grade English is a study of literature, composition, vocabulary and grammar. The literature 

program includes fiction, mythology, drama, and poetry. The composition program consists chiefly of 
expository writing of paragraphs and short themes incorporating the six writing traits. The work in 

vocabulary, grammar, dictionary and library skills, and spelling is a continuing process throughout the 

year. 

Advanced English 9 Year 

Advanced English 9 offers an enriched program in literature, grammar, composition, spelling and 

vocabulary. Students need to have mastered the fundamentals of grammar study, basic capitalization, 
punctuation and writing skills before enrolling in the course. This is a rigorous course designed to 

challenge students in the study of English. Care should be taken prior to enrollment in Advanced English 
9 to ensure that the student is willing and prepared to meet the demands of this course. The students 

and parents sign a contract indicating that they understand and agree to the class requirements. 

Fundamentals in Mathematics  Year 

.5 or 1 credit/1 or 2 sem. 
Fundamentals in Mathematics may be taken for one semester or one year by students who demonstrate 

a need and desire for basic skills of arithmetic. Topics will include basic operations involving whole 
numbers, fractions and decimals, percentages, graphs, and applications to everyday living. Students will 

also be introduced to concepts of algebra.  

Introductory Algebra  Year 

This course is designed for students who need more time to assimilate certain algebraic concepts. The 

course covers algebraic expressions, equations, inequalities and linear functions. It reviews the 

properties of integers, fractions, ratios, proportions and percent. The course also covers geometry, 
statistics and data analysis. Most students completing this course will enroll in Algebra I. It is 

recommended that students purchase a TI-30X IIS calculator for this class. 

Algebra I  Year 

Students will deepen and extend their understanding of previous algebraic concepts. Topics for this 

course include linear functions, exponential functions, quadratic functions and modeling while engaged 
in the mathematical practice standards. 

It is recommended that students purchase a TI30X IIS calculator for this class. 

Geometry  Year 

Topics for this course include: definitions, properties and measurements of geometric figures, properties 
of parallel lines, rotations, translations, proofs, study of the Pythagorean Theorem, basic constructions, 

coordinate geometry and trigonometry. This class is recommended for students who were successful in 
Algebra I. 

It is recommended that students purchase a TI30X IIS calculator for this class. 

Advanced Geometry Sem. 1 Year 

Material covered in this class includes all topics contained in Geometry but in greater depth with a strong 
emphasis on real-world applications. Formal and informal proofs will be emphasized. It is a rigorous 

course designed to challenge the dedicated math student. Above average performance in previous math 
courses is strongly recommended 
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Biology  Year 

In Biology, students will develop a fundamental understanding of the cell, the molecular basis of 

heredity, biological evolution, interdependence and behavior of organisms, matter, energy and 
organization in living systems. Topics will be developed through laboratory activities employing scientific 

method and inquiry. A notebook is required. 

Advanced Biology  Year 

In Advanced Biology, students will engage in a rigorous study of the topics studied in Biology. This 
course involves more theory and less guided practice with additional topics and a more in-depth 

treatment of the subject matter. Emphasis is placed on critical thinking, problem solving and advanced 
laboratory skills to help students prepare for future academic work in the sciences. The students and 

parents sign a contract indicating that they understand and agree to the class requirements. A notebook 
is required. 

African American History  1 semester course  either 1st or 2nd 

African American History examines the history, politics, economics, society, and/or culture of African 

American groups in the United States. This course focuses primarily on the history of African American 
groups and may take a comprehensive approach to studying the contemporary issues affecting African 

American groups overall. 

Ancient World History  1 semester course  either 1st or 2nd 

Students in this elective course will study the development of the world from prehistory to the Middle 

Ages. The course also includes an overview of the classical civilizations of ancient Greece and Rome and 
ends with the study of the Middle Ages. Research-based projects and presentations will be required.  

Civics & The US 
Constitution 

1 semester course  either 1st or 2nd 

Course provides an overview of the structure and functions of the U.S. government and political 
institutions and examines constitutional principles, the concepts of rights, the roles and political parties, 

and the importance of civic participation in the democratic process through the study of founding 
documents and landmark court cases. This course will cover certain economic and legal topics.  

East Asian Studies  1 semester course  either 1st or 2nd 

East Asian Studies is an historical overview of East Asia focusing on China and Japan with a particular 

emphasis on the 20th Century. This cultural investigation of China and Japan will be infused with the 
historical, geographic, economic and political study of this region. East Asia’s interaction with the rest of 

the world will also be explored. 

Native American History  1 semester course  either 1st or 2nd 

Native American History examines the history, politics, economics, society, and/or culture of Native 

American groups in the United States. This course focuses primarily on the history of Native American 
groups and may take a comprehensive approach to studying the contemporary issues affecting Native 

Americans overall.  

World Geography  1 semester course  either 1st or 2nd 

This elective course involves the study of world regions and concepts in geography. Physical, cultural, 
economic, political and historical geography of the world's major regions are discussed. Map skills are 

also an integral part of this course. Research-based projects and presentations will be required.  
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Intro to Animal, Plant and 
Environmental Systems Sem. 1 

1 semester course  either 1st or 2nd 

Introduction to Animal, Plant and Environmental Systems surveys a wide array of topics within the 

agricultural industry exposing students to the many and varied types of agriculture and livestock career 

opportunities and to those in related fields (such as natural resources). This course serves to introduce 
students to the agricultural field, providing them an opportunity to identify an area for continued study 

or to determine that their interest lies elsewhere. 

Concert Band Sem. 1 Year 

The Concert Band is comprised of all freshman students who have had prior band experience. Students 

will perform a variety of concert band literature for the entire school year. Students will also experience 
pep band activities. Only currently enrolled members of Concert Band, Symphonic Band or Wind 

Ensemble may participate in KSHSAA music events and all KMEA music events. Required fees: $25 Co-

curricular fee AND $25 Activity ticket fee. Additional charges may apply (up to $90). See “Course Fees 
and Additional Charges” chart at end of this guide. Students are expected to provide their own 

instrument. To use a school-owned instrument, a student must be currently enrolled in the instrumental 
program. There is a $50 maintenance fee for school-owned instruments: oboe, bassoon, tenor 

saxophone, baritone saxophone, French horn, baritone/euphonium, tuba, cello, bass and percussion 
equipment. All others not provided at secondary level.  

Freshman Orchestra  Year 

• experiencing, understanding, and learning to appreciate a variety of musical styles 

• improving specific techniques in shifting, vibrato, bowing styles and tone production 
• improving sight-reading skills 

• advancing ensemble playing skills in balance, blend, and intonation 
• playing literature appropriate for the skill level of the orchestra 

• applying learned skills in music performances 

Grading is based on musical development, appropriate class participation and concert attendance. Only 
currently enrolled members of Freshman, Concert or Symphonic Orchestra may participate in KSHSAA 

music events and KMEA music events. Required fees: $25 Co-curricular fee AND $25 Activity ticket fee. 
Additional charges may apply (up to $90). See “Course Fees and Additional Charges” chart at end of this 

guide. Students are expected to provide their own instrument. To use a school-owned instrument, a 
student must be currently enrolled in the instrumental program. There is a $50 maintenance fee for 

school-owned instruments: oboe, bassoon, tenor saxophone, baritone saxophone, French horn, 

baritone/euphonium, tuba, cello, bass and percussion equipment. All others not provided at secondary 
level.  

Freshman Choir (FSHS)  Year 

This is an elective class designed to provide ninth grade students experiences in choral music singing 
and performance. Students are required to attend all rehearsals and performances. Academic eligibility 

is required for participation at KSHSAA Regional and State Festivals. Students will: 

• experience and learn to appreciate a wide variety of musical styles 
• develop vocal technical skills 

• learn how to protect and care for the voice 
• improve music fundamentals and sight reading skills 

• develop ensemble singing skills in interpretation, balance, blend, and intonation 
• apply learned skills in music performances 

Required fees: $25 Co-curricular fee AND $25 Activity ticket fee. Additional charges may apply ($5 - 

$20). See “Course Fees and Additional Charges” chart at end of this guide.  
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Intro to Visual Art  1 semester course  either 1st or 2nd 

Students will create art in a variety of 2 dimensional and 3 dimensional media which could include: 

drawing, painting, mixed media, printmaking, computer art, and sculpture. Emphasis will be on creative 
problem-solving, composition, and skill development. Art production, art history and communication 

through art will be explored. Students of all grades and ability levels are welcome. 

A $20.00 materials fee is required. 

Intro to Media  1 semester course  either 1st or 2nd 

Introduction to Media provides students an opportunity to explore career opportunities in a variety of 

different fields of communication. Course content includes exposure to graphic design, photography, 
journalism and audio/video production. Students will learn how to create and evaluate mass media 

products.  

21st Century Journalism 1 semester course  either 1st or 2nd 

21st Century Journalism students create news products using a range of digital media tools. Students 

explore the role the media has in society, the impact of the First Amendment in a democracy, and the 

legal and ethical responsibilities of journalists in the digital age. Students develop technical skills 
essential to journalistic writing including interviewing, story structure, and compelling story-telling 

techniques. Students will explore different mediums for communication, including online, social media, 
multimedia, and traditional media. 

Debate I (ENG) Fall Sem. 1st semester only  

Debate is a course open to all high school students eligible to compete under guidelines set forth by the 
Kansas State High School Activities Association. Students will learn techniques of research, organization 

of ideas, fluency in speaking, note-taking skills and the ability to look at all sides of an issue. 

Participation in some debate tournaments is required. Students will assist in the administration of at 
least one debate tournament on a Friday and Saturday during the semester. Debate is recommended for 

college-bound students, but it may be an enjoyable and rewarding learning experience for anyone with 
an interest in developing persuasive speaking skills and exploring contemporary social, political, and 

economic questions. Students may earn the opportunity to fulfill leadership roles on the squad, earn a 

letter, and/or compete at the State Championship and National Championship tournaments in debate. 
Debate is offered first semester only. A $25.00 Co-Curricular fee is required for all Debate and Forensic 

students.  

Forensics I (ENG) Spring Sem. 2nd semester only  

Forensics is a course open to all high school students eligible to compete under guidelines set forth by 

the Kansas State High School Activities Association. Forensics offers opportunities for individual 
participation in competitive speaking. The events covered are as follows: extemporaneous speaking, 

oratory, informative speaking, humorous and dramatic interpretation, duet acting, duo interpretation, 

oral interpretation of prose and/or poetry, Lincoln- Douglas debate, public forum debate, and student 
congress. Participants are given the opportunity of participating in up to eight speech tournaments held 

throughout the state, and participation in some forensics tournaments is required. Students will assist in 
the administration of at least one Forensics tournament on a Friday and Saturday during the semester. 

Forensics is recommended for college-bound students, but it may be an enjoyable and rewarding 

learning experience for anyone with an interest in developing speaking skills, acting skills, and/or 
exploring contemporary social, political, and economic questions Students may earn the opportunity to 

fulfill leadership roles on the squad, earn a letter, and/or compete at the State Championship and 
National Championship tournaments in Forensics. Forensics is offered second semester only. 

A $25.00 Co-Curricular fee AND a $25.00 Activity Ticket are required for all Debate and Forensic 
students.  
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Introduction to Theater  1st semester only  

Introduction to the Theater provides an overview of the art, conventions, and history of the theater. The 

course will emphasize learning about the theater rather than performance. Students will learn all of the 
elements that go into a full theatrical production, both onstage and offstage, as well as historical, 

literary, and cultural background material.  

Drawing I  2nd semester only 

This is a class for students who love to draw, or who would like to learn how to draw. The goal of this 
class is to teach students how to accurately draw from observation. Through sequential drawing 

exercises in a variety of media, students will gain skill, understanding and confidence in their 
observational skills, which will enrich their imaginative drawing abilities.  

Graphic Design I 2nd semester only 

Graphic Design I students learn essential concepts of the graphic design process. The class provides an 
introduction to Adobe Illustrator to explore composition techniques, color theory, and typography. 

Students examine how design is used as a communication tool. Students explore careers in graphic 

design and communications.  

Audio/Video Fundamentals  1 semester course  either 1st or 2nd 

In this course, students will explore both the technical and artistic evolution of audio/video production 

through lectures, demonstrations, class exercises and hands-on projects while developing the essential 
skills necessary to be successful in the preproduction, production and post-production stages of 

audio/video production. In addition to learning basic elements of composition, camera and editing 
techniques, students will become familiar with the many different careers and roles in the field of 

audio/video production. Evaluating and analyzing different audio/video platforms/ mediums will be 

included.  

Photography I Sem. 2 2nd semester only 

In this class, students will be introduced to the basic anatomy of the camera, a brief history of 

photography, as well techniques used to create strong photographs. The class also provides an 
introduction to Adobe Photoshop and Lightroom. This course requires student commitment to be self-

driven, as most work will be done outside of class. Students do not need to provide their own camera 
for this course. Cameras will be available to check out for up to 3 days at a time. Guardians must sign 

and return the camera checkout form before equipment can be used outside of the classroom. Students 

that have a camera of their own are more than welcome to bring it to class, but will not be allowed to 
store it in the classroom. 

Intro to Business, Finance, 
Marketing and Management  

1 semester course  either 1st or 2nd  
 

Intro to Business, Finance, Marketing and Management is an introductory business class. It will provide 

students with a basic understanding of business in our economy. A few of the topics are: economic 

systems, business law, accounting, banking, budgeting/savings, entrepreneurship, and 
marketing/management. Each of these topics is then covered in further detail in FSHS’s business 

offerings. Throughout the semester the students will work on individual and group projects, research 
and present information, use interactive websites and simulations, and view videos. Overall, the course 

gives students a broad exposure to business operations and a solid background for additional business 

courses. 
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Intro to Design, Production and 
Repair  

1 semester course  either 1st or 2nd 

Intro to Design, Production and Repair is designed to instruct students in the basic skills necessary to all 

occupations in the Construction, Manufacturing, Welding & Transportation areas. Students will explore 

careers and skills in numerous fields. 

Drafting I  2nd semester only 
 

These courses are for students who have an interest in computer- aided drafting. The objective will be 
to provide computer uses for drafting skills learned in In Drafting. The year will be spent learning 

computer drawing techniques and developing 3-D computer drawings. The course is designed for 

students wishing to pursue a career in engineering, architecture, construction or drafting fields. 

Introduction to Engineering and 
Technology  

1 semester course  either 1st or 2nd 

Introduction to Engineering and Technology offers a broad exploration of knowledge and skills 
necessary for engineering or information technology fields. Students are introduced to computers and 

micro-computing devices, the functions and uses of computers, the language used in the computer 

industry, possible applications of computers, and occupations related to computer hardware and 
software. Students will also identify the qualities of successful engineering design, recognize its role in 

society and develop projects using an engineering design process. 

Introduction to Health Careers 1 semester course  either 1st or 2nd 

Introduction to Health Science and Biomedicine exposes students to the variety of opportunities 

available within the health care industry (e.g., such as nursing, therapy, dental care, administrative 
services, and lab technology). This course will focus on "real life" situations including, but not limited to 

stress, relationships, alcohol and other drugs, basic first aid, death, and a knowledge related to the 

health care industry as a whole. 

Intro to Business, Finance, 
Marketing and Management  

1 semester course  either 1st or 2nd 

Intro to Business, Finance, Marketing and Management is an introductory business class. It will provide 
students with a basic understanding of business in our economy. A few of the topics are: economic 

systems, business law, accounting, banking, budgeting/savings, entrepreneurship, and 

marketing/management. Each of these topics is then covered in further detail in FSHS’s business 
offerings. Throughout the semester the students will work on individual and group projects, research 

and present information, use interactive websites and simulations, and view videos. Overall, the course 
gives students a broad exposure to business operations and a solid background for additional business 

courses. 

Intro to Human and Public 
Services  

1 semester course  either 1st or 2nd 

Intro to Human and Public Services introduces and exposes students to the career opportunities in a 

wide variety of fields. Students will learn about careers in public service, including government, 
education, law and human services. Topics will include identifying personal strengths and weaknesses 

and setting career goals, leadership, teamwork and problem solving, analyzing leadership roles and 

identifying leadership opportunities within the school.  
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Spanish I  Year 

The purpose of level I World Language courses is to begin acquiring another language by learning 
vocabulary and language structure, and through the exploration of culture. The four language skills of 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing will be developed through practice and study in the target 

language. Cultural awareness activities may incur a nominal fee.  

Spanish II  Year 

Students will continue developing all four language skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing). 

Level II World Language courses enable students to communicate with speakers of the language at a 
novice level. A variety of cultural experiences will be included for which students may incur nominal 

expenses.  

French I  Year 

The purpose of level I World Language courses is to begin acquiring another language by learning 

vocabulary and language structure, and through the exploration of culture. The four language skills of 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing will be developed through practice and study in the target 
language. Cultural awareness activities may incur a nominal fee. 

German I  Year 

The purpose of level I World Language courses is to begin acquiring another language by learning 
vocabulary and language structure, and through the exploration of culture. The four language skills of 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing will be developed through practice and study in the target 

language. Cultural awareness activities may incur a nominal fee.  

Latin I  Year 

The purpose of level I World Language courses is to begin acquiring another language by learning 

vocabulary and language structure, and through the exploration of culture. The four language skills of 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing will be developed through practice and study in the target 

language. Cultural awareness activities may incur a nominal fee. 
Emphasis in Latin will be on reading comprehension, pronunciation and vocabulary building. Students 

will also be introduced to various aspects of the culture of Romans, including a thorough investigation of 

Greek and Roman Mythology.  

Chinese I  Year 

Chinese I is offered in conjunction with the Confucius Institute at the University of Kansas. 

The purpose of level I World Language courses is to begin acquiring another language by learning 
vocabulary and language structure, and through the exploration of culture. The four language skills of 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing will be developed through practice and study in the target 
language. Cultural awareness activities may incur a nominal fee.  

 

 



8 
 

 Human Geography   

    

Advanced Placement (AP) is a program in the United States and Canada 

created by the College Board which offers college-level curricula and 

examinations to high school students. American colleges and universities 

may grant placement and course credit to students who obtain high scores 

on the examinations. 

AP's high school Human Geography course is a rigorous, college-level 

class that provides an opportunity to gain the skills and experience colleges 

recognize. This year long course will be offered for the first time in LPS in 

the 2018-2019 school year and will be the first AP course made available to 

freshmen. 

The Advanced Placement Human Geography (APHG) course introduces 

students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have 

shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of Earth's surface. ... 

They also learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their 

science and practice. 

Characteristics of a Successful AP Student 
 

Motivated & dedicated to school work 

Committed to homework and a lot of 
  extra reading and research 

Responsible: able to multitask, to 
  prioritize activities, to make deadlines 

Prepared and organized 

Beyond proficient in reading and writing 


